A PROPOSAL
by
The Association of Chess Professionals (ACP)
for
CREATION OF A ACP-FIDE WORLD OPEN CIRCUIT

I.

Purpose

The World Championship cycle has a well-established upper part of the
pyramid: the World Championship match is the pinnacle, the Candidates
Tournament is the most-awaited tournament, the Grand Prix tournaments, the
World Cup, the Grand Swiss and the Continental Championships all form a
coherent system of qualification.
The system is working, but it is an elitist system. The lowest entry point for
qualification in the World Championship cycle are the Continental
Championships and these are not easily accessible to the lower-rated
professionals, among other things because they are very expensive tournaments
to play in. The Continentals are also a single-event opportunity for these
players, which limit their chances. In other words, what is obviously missing is
the lower part of the pyramid.
The vast majority of players play in open tournaments. These players never
really feel FIDE’s motto gens una sumus apply to them – they don’t see that
they belong together with the upper echelons of the chess pyramid, playing in
opens they are disconnected from the top. In its current state the chess world is
a segregated place with the elite and the rest living in different worlds.
Therefore it is only natural to include the open tournaments in the World
Championship cycle.

II.

Benefits

We foresee the Circuit to be all-inclusive and based on merit where EVERY
chess player in the world has a chance and can see a clear perspective ahead
from start (the opens) to finish (the World Championship match).
The perspective of being part of the World Championship chain will incentivise
players, sponsors, organisers, arbiters and national federations given that
sponsoring, organising and playing in over-the-board tournaments that are part
of the great cycle will be an honour for all stakeholders. The status of the open
tournament is increased when it is part of the World Championship cycle.
By making the open tournaments part of the World Championship cycle FIDE
will give hope to every chess player on earth and by doing so affirm its unifying
role in the chess world. Every chess player will feel part of the big chess family.
A unified cycle can be sold as a product, just like in tennis. The sponsors can
choose to support a single open on a local level, the World Open Circuit (in
which case there can be money prizes for the top finishers of the Circuit), the
whole cycle or anything in between as they see fit.
Additionally, in tennis and football, the world organisation running these sports
earn most of the money from elite match-ups (the Grand Prix and the
Champions League for example), but they still have the good organisation and
structure to support the lower levels from where the new talents are coming
through. The Circuit will help FIDE establish this structure and support the
lower levels and help the new talents on their way up.

III.

Description of the System

- Qualification
A total of 30 players will qualify for the next stage of the World Championship
cycle and take part in the Grand Swiss events. Twenty players from the final

standings of the Circuit will qualify for the open and ten will qualify for the
women event.

- Duration
Two years, or depending on the length of the World Championship cycle. The
Circuit wil start after the finish of the World Championship match and will end
1 month before the Grand Swiss.

- Technical Requirements for the Opens
Format
Open Swiss;
At least nine rounds;
Not more than one double-round day per tournament.

Time Control
At least 90 minutes per player.

Number of Participants
At least 50, including at least five GMs.

Level
The mathematical formula according to which an event is eligible to be part of
the Circuit is the following:

L (Level) > 2300
L is calculated with the following formula: L = (3xA1+2xA2+A3) /6, where:

A1 is average standard rating of top 1/9 part of all players (but not more than 10
players) in the starting list,
A2 is average standard rating of the next 1/9 part of all players (but not more
than 10 players) in the starting list,
A3 is average standard rating of the next 1/9 part of all players (but not more
than 10 players) in the starting list.

The above formula gives more weight to stronger events with high-rated
players, as the top part of the field is multiplied by 3 and then by 2, thus making
it more significant as in this case the level of the event will be higher.

Fair Play
According to the FIDE Fair Play Regulations and Protection Measures the
tournaments will comply with the required levels of protection.
The minimum would be the standard protection, defined as follows:
“Events for which standard levels of protection may suffice: FIDE Level 3
events (FIDE Rated Competitions) where the remaining over the board FIDE
titles and title norms can be earned.
i)

ii)

Organizers must clearly and carefully designate areas for players (the
“Playing Area”) and for spectators. Organizers and arbiters shall prevent
getting any chess information from outside the “Playing Area”.
Organizers shall endeavour, in so much as possible and reasonable, to
avoid contact between players and spectators. If possible, provide
separate refreshment/toilet/smoking areas for players and spectators (in
team competitions, this should be extended to include captains as a
separate category);
Adopt at least one security measure from Annex A (hand-held security
metal detectors; one or more additional anti-cheating arbiters; walkthrough metal detectors; automatic electro-magnetic screening devices
for metallic/non-metallic items; closed circuit cameras);

iii)

iv)

v)

Recommendation to send all available games in PGN format for
screening by the FIDE Game Screening Tool. Obligation to send normrelated tournament games in PGN format for screening by the FIDE
Internet-based Game Screening Tool;
When registering the tournament with the FIDE QC, organizers are
required to confirm that they are in compliance with the Anti-Cheating
Prevention Measures. Waivers can be granted solely by National
Federations and must be requested at least 4 weeks before the start of the
tournament;
The chief arbiter is encouraged to devise a system for operating random
checks during the game.

Standings
By participating in eligible events the players will accumulate Circuit points,
which will depend on the tournament level (L). These are determined according
to the following table.

PLACE
Level (L)
1

2

3

4

5

6, 7, 8...

H 2301-2400

25

G 2401-2500

50

F 2501-2550

100

72

52

E 2551-2575

200

144

104

76

52

40

D 2576-2600

300

216

156

114

78

60

C 2601-2625

400

288

208

152

104

80

B 2626-2650

500

360

260

190

130

100

A 2651 +

600

432

312

228

156

120

The number of players granted Circuit points (n) in Levels A-E depends on total
number of players in the tournament (N): n=√N.
For example, in an A-Level event of 200 players, the number of players who will
get points is 14 (√200) and everybody from 6th to 14th place will get 120 points
each.
The above table shows that stronger events with higher level bring more points in
general and to a higher number of players. This ensures against manipulation of the
system when a player could try to gain a lot of points by playing tournaments of a
lower level.

The calculation of the results for women will be done according to the following
system. In view of the lower number of women participating in open events the
emphasis is more on performance rating with bonus points for final placement.

Performance

Basic Points (BP)

+ 2500

6

+ 2525

12

+ 2550

18

+ 2575

24

+ 2600

30

+2625

36

+2650

42

+2675

48

+2700

54

+2725

60

+2750

66

The number of points won by performance (PP) is calculated by formula:

PP = bp x G,

where

bp – basic points,
G – number of rounds in a tournament.

Bonus points (B) system is shown in the following table.

Number of titled
women in a
tournament

Place
1

2

3

≤3

0

0

0

4-5

40

0

0

6-7

60

36

0

≥8

100

60

36

The total number of points won in a tournament (TP) is calculated by formula:

TP = PP + B

The administrator of the Circuit will monitor the tournaments (or receive
confirmation from the organisers) and upon verification of the conditions above
and paid fee he/she will include the event in the Circuit.

Sustainability
The tournaments willing to join the World Open Circuit shall pay an entrance fee
of 50€, which goes entirely for purposes of the administrative costs of managing
the Circuit. This makes the Circuit self-sustainable and will not require any
funding from other sources.

IV.

Conclusion

The open tournaments represent the core of chess life in the world. Except for
the top few, the whole world plays in them. By making the opens part of the
World Championship cycle FIDE will give hope to every chess player on earth
that when seeing the clear road ahead, perhaps she, too, can become a World
Champion. With this step FIDE will affirm its unifying role in the chess world.
Every chess player will feel part of the big chess family and finally the motto
we all love to repeat, gens una sumus, will live up to its true meaning.

